
 

ST. FAUSTINA 

    Catholic               

          Church 

Mass Schedule / Horario de Misas 

Daily Mass  

Monday to Saturday at 8:00 AM    

Weekend Masses 

Saturday @ 4:00 PM 

Sunday @ 7:30 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM 5:00 PM en Espanol Wednesday Holy Hour 
 3:00—4:00 PM     First Friday Adoration 

  8:30 AM—9:30 AM     Confessions 
Saturday 3:00—3:45 PM  

or by appointment 

 

The Church is Open for Personal Prayer 

Monday thru Thursday, 9:00 am  to 3:00 pm 

Friday, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

                 Parish O昀케ce Hours:  Monday thru Thursday, 9 AM to 4 PM   Friday, 9 AM to 1 PM       
                                                                Parish Phone Number: 352-515-9297 
     Pastor  Father Ramon Bolatete                                          Ext. 101                           rbolatete@stfaustina.org  

                   Actively Retired — Father John McNalis                    Chancery Liaison — Father Ed Waters 

                   Deacon  — Cris Stout                                                                                 cstout@stfaustina.org 

Operations  Manager                          Joe Seddio                     Ext. 104                          jseddio@stfaustina.org 

Director of Music & Liturgy               Kelly Mucci                   Ext. 102                          kmucci@stfaustina.org 

Director of Faith Formation             Marylu Mariniello           Ext. 103                          mmariniello@stfaustina.org 

Administrative Asst./PDS Coord.       Donna Cuttita                 Ext. 100                          dcuttita@stfaustina.org 

Receptionist                                     Carmen Pagan                 Ext. 106                          cpagan@stfaustina.org 

              Website: www.stfaustina.org                             Facebook:  www.facebook.com/St.FaustinaCatholicChurch     

15551 N. Boggy Marsh Road, Clermont, FL 34714 

September 3, 2023                        Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  Jesus, I Trust in You 
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Financial Stewardship 
Weekly Collection Weekend of August 20, 2023 

Offertory / Ofertorio: $14,849.00   Mortgage Debt Reduction / Reducción de la deuda hipotecaria: $4,327.00 

Mass Attendance for the Weekend of August 20, 2023: 1,537 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, "Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, 
and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will 
find it. (Mt. 16:23-24) 

God calls us to follow him to the fullness of life. To think with the mind of God requires us to reject so 
much of what the world proclaims. Not that the world is bad - after all the Lord created it and all that is in 
it, and declared it good. But the goodness of the world is still marred by sin and temptation, and those are 
what call to us. 

For example, we are surrounded by a desire to make all things comfortable and without suffering: "Buy this and your life will 
be easier," we are told. We are encouraged to "do what makes you feel good, take care of you." This kind of "idolatry of com-
fort" makes loving another look like it is simply doing whatever helps others to be comfortable. If  I care about you, I won't do 
anything that might make you feel uncomfortable. 

In the face of the lure of comfort, Jesus calls us to seek the goodness we long for by taking up our cross, denying ourselves, 
and losing our lives for Christ. The cross is our hope, not the false god of comfort. God, who enters into all of our suffering, 
who meets us in the pain of authentic love, who held nothing back but offered himself completely for our salvation, is the only 
good that will ever satisfy our deepest longings. 

Do not conform yourselves to this age but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may discern what is the will of 
God, what is good and pleasing and perfect. (Rom. 12:2) 

*   *   *  *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

Entonces Jesús dijo a sus discípulos: "El que quiera venir en pos de mí, niéguese a sí mismo, tome su cruz y sígame. Porque 
quien quiera salvar su vida la perderá, pero quien pierda su vida por mi causa la encontrará. (Mt 16:23-24) 

Dios nos llama a seguirlo hasta la plenitud de la vida. Pensar con la mente de Dios requiere que rechacemos mucho de lo que 
el mundo proclama. No es que el mundo sea malo, después de todo, el Señor lo creó y todo lo que hay en él, y lo declaró 
bueno. Pero la bondad del mundo todavía está estropeada por el pecado y la tentación, y eso es lo que nos llama. 

Por ejemplo, estamos rodeados de un deseo de hacer que todas las cosas sean cómodas y sin sufrimiento: "Compra esto y tu 
vida será más fácil", nos dicen. Se nos anima a "hacer lo que te hace sentir bien, cuidarte". Este tipo de "idolatría de la comodi-
dad" hace que amar a otro parezca que simplemente está haciendo lo que ayuda a otros a sentirse cómodos. Si me preocupo 
por ti, no haré nada que pueda hacerte sentir incómodo. 

Ante el atractivo del consuelo, Jesús nos llama a buscar la bondad que anhelamos tomando nuestra cruz, negándonos a noso-
tros mismos y perdiendo nuestras vidas por Cristo. La cruz es nuestra esperanza, no el falso dios del consuelo. Dios, que entra 
en todo nuestro sufrimiento, que se encuentra con nosotros en el dolor del amor auténtico, que no retuvo nada sino que se ofre-
ció completamente por nuestra salvación, es el único bien que satisfará nuestros anhelos más profundos. 

No os conforméis a esta época, sino transformaos por la renovación de vuestra mente, para que podáis discernir cuál es la voluntad 
de Dios, qué es bueno, agradable y perfecto. (Romanos 12:2) 

JOIN FATHER RAMON on THE TRIP OF A LIFETIME!!  Next year, 2024, Father will lead an 
11-day pilgrimage to Warsaw, and Medjugore, Poland, September 9-19, 2024, to visit the convent of 
Saint Faustina and the home and church of Saint John Paul II.  Visits to the Shrine of Our Mary Im-
maculate, the Shrine of our Lady of Czestochowa, as well as the Divine Mercy Shrine and St. Mary’s 
Basilica Cathedral in Krakow are just a few more of the many highlights.  For the complete itinerary, 

cost, and all other information, please go to  https://stfaustina.org/ministries/pilgrimage-to-poland/ 

https://stfaustina.org/ministries/pilgrimage-to-poland/
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Dear Parishioners and Friends, 
in order to properly update our parish “Prayer 
Request” section of the bulletin, we are asking you 
to resubmit names that you would like on our list 
by emailing: office@stfaustina.org. 

OUR MISSION — St. Faustina is a parish family inspired by 
the Holy Spirit and called to reflect God’s Divine Mercy 
through a responsible stewardship of time, talent and treasure 
in the context of ministry. 
 

NUESTRA MISION — Santa Faustina es una  familia parro-
quial inspirada por el  Espíritu Santo y llamada a  reflejar la 
Divina Misericordia  de Dios  a través de   una  administración 
responsable del tiempo,  el talento y  el tesoro en el contexto 
de    ministerio. 

Saturday, September 2, 2023 

4:00 pm + Robin Schaeffer 
  Requested by:  Donna & George Cuttita 

Sunday, September 3, 2023 

7:30 am  + Felipe Flores 

  Requested by:  Carmelita Flores 

9:30 am  Parishioners of St. Faustina 

11:30 am       + Edith DiLeo 

  Requested by:  Lois & Jim McGuire 

5:00 pm + Ismael & Wilfredo Alvarez 

  Requested by:  Adrey Goez  
Monday, September 4, 2023 

8:00 am  + Marie & + George Bowns 

  Requested by:  Family 

Tuesday, September 5, 2023 

8:00 am  + Marie & + George Bowns 

  Requested by:  Family 

Wednesday, September 6, 2023 

8:00 am  Deceased members of Flores Family 

  Requested by:  Yolanda Inumerable 

Thursday, September 7, 2023 

8:00 am  + Isabel & + Silvestre SA-Sousa 

  Requested by:  Oti Sousa 

Friday, September 8, 2023 

8:00 am         SI for: Aaron & Erika Straker  

                      Requested by:  Cecelia & Al Novak 

Saturday, September 9, 2023 

8:00 am         In Thanksgiving  
  Requested by:  Francisco & Rosalina Bulfango 

 

4:00 pm + Frank Lentz 

  Requested by:  Frank & Diane Maglione 

Sunday, September 10, 2023 

7:30 am  + Tony Borges  
  Requested by:  Jo Borges 

9:30 am  + Mary Poggi 
  Requested by:  Maureen Potter 
11:30 am      Parishioners of St. Faustina 

5:00 pm Almas del Purgatorio 

  Requested by:  A Parishioner 

If you are a visitor to St. Faustina Catholic Church, 
we want you to know how welcome you are --- whether 
you have come from across the world, from another 
part of the country, or from another parish here in the 
state or city...WELCOME! 

David Venditti, Ed David, Mike McGee, Alan 
Matthews, Michelle McCreary, Jorge L. Martinez, 
Judith Bottari, Terry Stanley, Frank Sebastian, Lar-
ry Wilson, Joseph Foster, Carmine Gallo,  Mariet-
te Mondelus, Michael Kelly,  Jim Exnicios,  Elisa 
Walush, Elsa Gomez, Nancy Harrigan, Judith 
Crogman, Jean Conn, Carlos Corrales, Theresa 
Wentling, Kara, Jennifer Brinson, Deidre Cant-
well, Paulette Sparlik, Frank Montagnino, Lilian 
Hawkinson, Tina Cyr, Patrick J. Cyr, Barb Nel-
son, Mark Thomas, David Bache, Zachary 
Birkholz, Jim Exnicios, Angela & Exevior Bojda, 
David Bartkus, Mary Ann Cunningham, Jeannie 
Burns, Linda Patrick, Michael Patrick, Sue Puffs, 
David Valerian, Josefina Bacosa, Daniel Tom-
berg, Anita Boyd, Julie Haley, Larry Brunke, Sr., 
Ron Henefer, Hadley Epps, Tina Audino, Daniel 
Cuttita, Patricia Dick, Linda Dugan, Lenise 
Shope, Marge Tagler, Mary Garl, Sue & Gene 
Plante, Donald & Trish Villeneuve 
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ARE YOU READY FOR OUR BAKE SALE??  The next parish bake sale weekend is NEXT 
WEEKEND, September 9 after the 4 pm Saturday Mass, and on Sunday, September 10 follow-
ing the Sunday 7:30, 9:30, and 11:30 morning Masses.   
If you are a baker and would like to participate, simply bring your tasty treat to Mass with you.  
And, of course, we need buyers as all proceeds benefit the parish.   

This Week’s Schedule of Events 
Daily Mass, Monday thru Saturday at 8:00 am followed by the Holy Rosary 
 

Saturday, September 2      Hospitality Weekend after 4:00 pm Mass 
 

Sunday, September 3         Hospitality Weekend after 7:30, 9:30 and 11:30 am Masses 
                                              Baynihan Meeting, 12:30 pm to 2:00 pm in classroom 

 

Monday, September 4        THE OFFICE IS CLOSED DUE TO THE LABOR DAY HOLIDAY 

                                                            Mass will be held at 8:00 am as usual 
        
Tuesday, September 5        Bible Study, 8:30 am to 10:00 am in classroom 

          Children’s Choir Practice, 5:00 pm to 5:45 pm in church 

                                              Adult Choir Practice, 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm in church 

 

Wednesday, September 6   Bereavement and Consolation Meeting, 9:30 am in classroom 

                                             Caring Crafters, 10:00 am to 12:00 pm in classroom                                                
                                             Holy Hour, 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm in church 

 

Thursday, September 7      Divine Will Study, 9:00 am to 10:15 am in classroom 

                                              Maria Rosa Mystica, 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm in church 

                                              Festival Choir Practice, 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm in church 

                                              Spanish Couples Meeting, 7:30 pm to 8:30 pm in classroom 

 

Friday, September 8       El Santo Rosario, 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm in church 

                                             Taller Oracion Y Vida, following El Santorio Roario 

 

Saturday, September 9      Divine Will Group, 9:00 am to 10:15 in classroom  
                                             Honoring Saints Joachim & Anne on Grandparents’ Weekend at 4:00 pm Mass 

                                             Bake Sale Weekend, after 4 pm Mass   
 

Sunday, September 10   Honoring Saints Joachim & Anne on Grandparents’ Weekend at all Masses 

                                          International Bake Sale Meeting, 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm in classroom 

                                          Lopez/Martinez wedding, 1:00 pm in church 

                                          Bake Sale Weekend after 7:30, 9:30 and 11:30 am Masses  
                                                         

There are currently 54 parish-related activities on our Events Calendar for the month of September.   
To see them all in one place, please go to:  https://stfaustina.org/calendar/events-at-st-faustina/ 

Get Ready for the Upcoming Faith Formation Year!!  The first week of the 2023-24 Faith Formation 
school year begins on Wednesday, September 20.  If you still need to register your child/children, please 
contact our parish Director of Faith Formation, Marylu Mariniello, at 352-515-9297 or email her at  

mmariniello@stfaustina.org. 
\For the 2023-24 Class Schedules,  please go to: 

https://stfaustina.org/faith-formation/religious-education-classes/ 

Legion of Mary to Resume at St. Faustina -- Are you interested in becoming a member of 
the Legion of Mary? Exciting News! We will begin meeting again on Monday, September 
11, from 9:30-11:00 am in a classroom. Please come and join us. For more information, 
please email:                        office@stfaustina.org  

mailto:office@stfaustina.org
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Parish Ministries & Upcoming Events 

Going out of town?  Find a Catholic Church and Mass Schedule at:  
www.masstimes.org 

  

For more information on the Divine Will Ministry, please see their web page on our secure parish website at: 
https://stfaustina.org/ministries/divine-will/ 

STUDY GROUP EVERY THURSDAY from 9:00 am until 10:15 am at the church in classroom 1.   
Please join us for the study and refreshments!!  

HONORING SAINTS JOACHIM & ANNE — On Grandparents’ Day 
weekend, September 9-10, please join us in offering a spiritual bouquet to  St. 
Joachim and St. Anne, parents of our Blessed Mother, Mary, and grandpar-
ents of Jesus.  
Before each Mass, parishioners will be invited to write down their prayer in-
tentions and offer them to these saints for their grandparental care and   inter-
cession. There will be a table set up in the Narthex, where you will be able to 
obtain your card and write down your special intention. Those offering a spir-
itual bouquet to St. Joachim and St. Anne, are asked to join Father during the 

opening procession and place their card in the basket placed below the picture of our Saints.  
As we celebrate the gift of grandparents and honor St. Joachim and St. Anne, we also recognize that Grandparents’ Day 
can be a difficult holiday for many. We hope this spiritual bouquet provides an opportunity to pray for the intentions 
brought to your heart by the occasion. 

The 2024 Mass Intention Book will open for ACTIVE REGISTERED PARISHION-
ERS on WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6TH AT 9 AM.  Please be able to provide your 
envelope number for verification.  We are still following the guidelines of only ONE per 
MONTH on the WEEKEND and two per month on weekdays.  NO PRIVATE INTEN-
TIONS will be scheduled on Christmas, Easter, Mother’s & Father’s Day, All Souls Day, 
Thanksgiving, and a few others. 
For those that are not active and/or registered, the book will open on Wednesday, Decem-

ber 6th.  You will be able to do at total of 12 intentions, with only six of them being on a weekend Mass. 
                                                               *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

COMING SOON:  A new opportunity to honor your loved one by enrolling them into the  
                                              “MEMORIAL MASS ASSOCIATION” 

Masses listed into the Memorial Association will be held every Saturday at the 8 am Mass 
beginning on Saturday, January 6th, 2024, and every Saturday thereafter except on Holy 
Days, Christmas, New Years, and a few others. 
Your Loved One’s name will be listed in the Memorial Mass Association book which will be placed on the Altar every 
Saturday morning for Mass as well as the TV monitors in which all names will be added as they are received… The cost 
is $25 per name for the year 2024. 
This will be open to everyone on Wednesday, September 6th. 
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Ministry Fair Update 
(October 7th and 8th) 

The long-awaited, and much anticipated, St. Faustina Parish Ministry Fair is just a little more than a month away! 
The first weekend of October, Saturday the 7th and Sunday the 8th, we will not only celebrate the Feast Day of our Patron 
Saint (which is on the 5th), but we will also offer our parishioners the opportunity to meet the heads and members of our 
more than 30 ministries. 

It is hard to believe that seven months will have passed since Bish-
op Noonan celebrated our Blessing Mass and Father Ramon cele-
brated our first parish Mass on February 4. Since that time, it has 
been through God’s Amazing Grace, and the hard work of count-
less dedicated parishioners and friends, that our little parish is able 
to offer so many ministry opportunities to serve Him, and each oth-
er.  
The weekend is all about fun, fellowship, friendships (old and 
new), and involvement.  
Not only will you have a chance to talk to our Caring Crafters, but 
some of their hand-made products 
will be on sale with the proceeds go-
ing to support the ministry. 

Our first-ever International Bake Sale, which was held just before we moved from Glen-
brook Commons, was such an overwhelming success, we are bringing it back for the Min-

istry Fair weekend. As with all our bake sales, we need vol-
unteers to donate homemade food items such as baked 
goods, casseroles, and any other family recipe that will 
bring “yummy to the tummy”. 
From the many opportunities to serve Our Lord through the 
various Liturgical Ministries, to the various prayer opportunities to our Blessed Mother, 
Jesus, and the Father, to helping our brothers and sisters by using your creative talents, to 
donations that benefit the less fortunate through our Out-
reach and Service Ministries…we have something for 
everyone to get involved. 
And oh yes, you may have an idea for a ministry that 
has not yet been thought of here at St. Faustina. Some 

of our ministries have been established by parishioners that have newly located in our 
area and brought ideas from their previous parish with them. You are invited to let us 
know about your ideas, too! 
To get a jump on what our parish currently offers, and the ministries that will be represented, we invite you to go to our 
secure parish website. 
If you are interested in helping during the Masses, please go to: https://stfaustina.org/worship-and-liturgy/. 
If your interests are in something other than liturgically, please go to:                     
                                                         https://stfaustina.org/ministries/. 
DON’T MISS OUT!!!  Mark your calendar for the first weekend of October (7th & 
8th) and see what we have to offer you. On Saturday, the Ministry will be in place 
starting with the 4 pm Mass and on Sunday it will be an all-day event starting with the 
7:30 am Mass and ending after the 2:00 pm Mass in Spanish (the Mass in Spanish has 
been moved from its usual 5:00 pm start time for this exciting weekend). 
Oh yes, be sure to stop by our WELCOME TABLE and get your raffle ticket and a bag 
of popcorn. 

Gift Shop 

Bake Sale 

Hospitality 

Readers and Ushers 

https://stfaustina.org/worship-and-liturgy/
https://stfaustina.org/ministries/
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By Marylu Mariniello 

         ST. PETER CLAVER 

Pedro Claver y Corberó was born on June 26, 1580 in Verdú, Urgell, in the Province of Lleida, Spain. His family was very devout 
and had a prosperous farming business. Years later he was a student at the University of Barcelona, where he was noted for his inte-
lligence and piety. After two years of study, Pedro wrote "I must dedicate myself to the service of God until death, on the understan-
ding that I am like a slave.” He wrote this in the notebook which he kept throughout his life.  
When he had completed his studies, Pedro became a Jesuit in Tarragona at the age of twenty. After he completed the  novitiate, he 
was sent to study philosophy at Palma, Mallorca. He then met the porter there, Alphonsus Rodriguez, a lay brother known for his 

holiness and gift of prophecy, who told Pedro that he should spend his life in service in 
the colonies of New Spain and urged the young student to accept that calling. Soon Pedro 
volunteered to go to the New Kingdom of Granada, where he arrived in the port city 
of Cartagena in 1610. Today this is the country of Colombia. Years later, Alphonsus Ro-
driguez also became a saint. 

Pedro prepared for six years to become a priest, living in Jesuit houses at Tunja  
and Bogotá. There he met Alonso de Sandoval, who would become his mentor, and in-
spiration. Alonso devoted himself to serving the slaves for forty years before Pedro ar-
rived to continue his work. Alonso learned a lot about the slaves, writing a book in 1627 
regarding the language, nature, customs and beliefs of the Africans. Pedro was an eager 
pupil of Alonso. When Pedro was solemnly professed in 1622, he signed his fi-
nal profession document in Latin as Petrus Claver, aethiopum semper servus (Peter Clav-
er, servant of the Ethiopians [i.e. Africans] forever). Father Pedro was deeply disturbed 
by the harsh treatment and living conditions of the slaves who were brought from Africa. 
Seventy years before Pedro was born, King Ferdinand of Spain authorized the purchase 
of two hundred African slaves to be sent to the territories in New Spain. 

Alonso had always visited the slaves where they worked, but Pedro preferred to head for 
the wharf as soon as a slave ship entered the port. He would board the ship and enter the 
filthy and diseased holds to care for and minister to their badly treated and terrified hu-

man cargo. The slaves survived a voyage of several months under horrible conditions, having difficulty to move around on the ships 
because the slave traffickers filled them to capacity. They were often told they were being taken to a land where they would be eat-
en. Then they were herded from the ship and penned in nearby yards to be scrutinized by the crowds of buyers.  

Father Pedro would join them with medicine, food, bread and lemons. Interpreters would help him speak to the slaves as he gave 
basic instructions to them. "We must speak to them with our hands," he once said, "before we try to speak to them with our lips." He 
saw the slaves as fellow Christians, encouraging others to do so the same. Father Pedro often visited plantations to give spiritual 
consolation to the people.  

During his forty years of ministry it is estimated that he personally catechized and baptized 300,000 slaves. He would follow up to 
ensure that they received their Christian and civil rights. He extended his work by preaching to sailors and traders in the city square 
and conducted country missions, returning every spring to visit those he had baptized, making sure that they were treated humanely. 
He avoided the hospitality of planters and overseers and would stay in the slave quarters. Father Pedro also ministered to the well-to
-do members of society, traders and visitors to Cartagena, including Muslims and English Protestants. He condemned criminals, 
many of whom he spiritually prepared for death. He was also a frequent visitor at the city's hospitals. Through years of constant 
work and the force of his strong personality, the slaves' situation slowly improved. In time he became a moral force, known as 
the Apostle of Cartagena.  

In the last years of his life Father Pedro was too sick to leave his room. He lingered for four years, largely forgotten and neglected, 
also being physically abused and starved by an ex-slave who had been hired by the Superior of the house to care for him. Father 
never complained about his treatment, just accepting it as a just punishment for his sins. He died on September 8, 1654.  

Many people came to pay their last respects when the news of his death spread throughout Cartagena. They stripped his room for 
relics because they knew of his reputation for holiness. The city magistrates always considered Father Pedro to be a nuisance for his 
persistent advocacy on behalf of the slaves, but now ordered a public funeral. Father was buried with pomp and ceremony. Only 
after his death was the scope of his ministry revealed regarding the astronomical number of people whom he baptized.  

Pedro was canonized in 1888 by Pope Leo XIII, along with the Jesuit porter, Alphonsus Rodriguez. In 1896 Pope Leo also declared 
St. Peter Claver the patron saint of missionary work among all African peoples. His body is preserved and venerated in the church of 
the Jesuit residence, now renamed in his honor. St. Peter Claver is the patron saint of Colombia, slaves and seafarers. His feast day is 
September 9. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Verd%C3%BA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prophecy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Spain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Kingdom_of_Granada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cartagena,_Colombia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alphonsus_Rodriguez
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alphonsus_Rodriguez
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bogot%C3%A1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alonso_de_Sandoval
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_profession
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canonization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Leo_XIII
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alphonsus_Rodriguez
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