
ST. FAUSTINA 

    Catholic               

          Church 

Mass Schedule / Horario de Misas 

Daily Mass  

Monday to Saturday at 8:00 AM    

Weekend Masses 

Saturday @ 4:00 PM 

Sunday @ 7:30 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM 

5:00 PM en Espanol 

Wednesday Holy Hour 

 3:00—4:00 PM     

First Friday Adoration 

  8:30 AM—8:00 PM     

Confessions 

Saturday 3:00—3:45 PM  

or by appointment 

 

The Church is Open for Personal Prayer 

Monday thru Thursday, 9:00 am  to 3:00 pm 

Friday, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

 

                 Parish Office Hours:  Monday thru Thursday, 9 AM to 4 PM   Friday, 9 AM to 1 PM 
       
          Parish Phone Number: 352-515-9297           Parish General E-Mail Address:    office@stfaustinaorg 
 
     Pastor                                              Father Carlos J. Cabán Vázquez         Ext. 101                  ccaban@stfaustina.org  
     Actively Retired                             Father John McNalis          
     Deacon                                            Cris Stout                                                                                cstout@stfaustina.org        
Operations  Manager                         Joe Seddio                                              Ext. 104                   jseddio@stfaustina.org 
Director of Music & Liturgy             Kelly Mucci                                            Ext. 102                  kmucci@stfaustina.org 
Director of Faith Formation             Marylu Mariniello                                 Ext. 103                  mmariniello@stfaustina.org 
Administrative Asst./PDS Coord.     Donna Cuttita                                        Ext. 100                  dcuttita@stfaustina.org 
Receptionist                                        Carmen Pagan                                        Ext. 106                  cpagan@stfaustina.org 
Pastoral Care Coordinator               Duane Hyland                                         Ext. 107                 dhyland@stfaustina.org 

              Website: www.stfaustina.org                                Facebook:  www.facebook.com/St.FaustinaCatholicChurch                                      

15551 N. Boggy Marsh Road, Clermont, FL 34714 

December 31, 2023                Feast of the Holy Family / Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God                     Jesus, I Trust in You 

mailto:dcuttita@stfaustina.org
mailto:jbroehl@stfaustina.org
mailto:kmucci@stfaustina.org
mailto:mmariniello@stfaustina.org
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A Message from Father Carlos - Un Mensaje de Padre Carlos 

My Dear Family of St. Faustina, 
Today, we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family. It could not be otherwise: if the Son of God has become one of us, he must 
be born, live and grow in the bosom of a family, that of Joseph and Mary. The Word of God thus presents 
the family as an important nucleus in the development of the person. In the Family of Nazareth we dis-
cover that every family is called to be a home that welcomes, accompanies and heals. The Solemnity of 
the Holy Family has been in existence for just over a century: it was established by Pope Leo XIII to give 
Christian families an evangelical model of life. The example of the family of Nazareth moves us today to 
live in a different way. 
We have heard in the Gospel: "The child grew and strengthened and was filled with wisdom; and the 
grace of God was with him" (Lk 2:40). This means that Jesus, even in the years he lived in Nazareth, 
lives up to his name: Saviour. Therefore, the time of Nazareth is a time of salvation. The art of living as 
Christians in a family consists in shaping our hearts in the style of Jesus: to accept life as a gift and to 
place hope and trust in God, the only Saviour. In this way, the family will be a school where one learns to 
always seek God's will, in simplicity, generosity, respect, solidarity, patience, acceptance of weaknesses. 
Yes, brothers and sisters, at the center of this Christmas Sunday is the simple and great family of Nazareth. Today we also bid 
farewell to the year 2023 to give way to 2024 tomorrow and with the new year the celebration of Mary, Mother of God. I want 
to take this opportunity to thank all of you who in one way or another are salt and light, all the servants in our Parish, all of 
you are Jesus to me and to the rest of our parish family! Our most precious Christmas gift! May the blessings, the peace, the 
love, the enjoyment, be forever in your hearts and in the hearts of all you love. My brothers and sisters, I think about 2024 and 
I can only think of many greater blessings that God has in store for us!  Animo! 
St. Faustina... Pray for us. 
In Christ, 
Father Carlos 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Mi querida familia de San Faustina, 
Hoy, celebramos la Fiesta de la Sagrada Familia. No podía ser de otra manera: si el Hijo de Dios se ha hecho uno de nosotros, 
tiene que nacer, vivir y crecer en el seno de una familia, la de José y María. La Palabra de Dios nos presenta así a la familia 
como núcleo importante en el desarrollo de la persona. En la Familia de Nazaret descubrimos que cada familia está llamada a 
ser hogar que acoge, acompaña y sana. La Solemnidad de la Sagrada Familia, tiene poco más de un siglo de existencia: fue 
establecida por el papa León XIII para dar a las familias Cristianas un modelo evangélico de vida. El ejemplo de la familia de 
Nazareth nos mueve hoy a vivir de una manera diferente. 
Hemos escuchado en el Evangelio: “el niño iba creciendo y robusteciéndose y se llenaba de sabiduría; y la gracia de Dios lo 
acompañaba” (Lc 2,40). Ello quiere decir que Jesús, también en los años vividos en Nazaret, hace honor a su nombre: Salva-
dor. Por lo tanto, el tiempo de Nazaret es tiempo de salvación. El arte de vivir como Cristianos en familia, consiste en ir mode-
lando nuestro corazón al estilo de Jesús: acoger la vida como un don y poner la esperanza y confianza en Dios, único Salva-
dor. Así, la familia será una escuela donde se aprende a buscar siempre la voluntad de Dios, en la sencillez, generosidad, res-
peto, solidaridad, paciencia, aceptación de las debilidades. 
Si hermanos y hermanas, en el centro de este Domingo de Navidad, está la sencilla y grandiosa familia de Nazaret. Hoy tam-
bién despedimos el año 2023 para mañana dar paso al 2024 y con el nuevo año la celebración de Maria, Madre de Dios. 
¡Quiero aprovechar para agradecer a todos los que de una manera u otra son sal y luz, todos los servidores en nuestra Parro-
quia, todos ustedes son Jesús para mí y para el resto de nuestra familia parroquial! ¡Nuestro regalo de Navidad más preciado! 
Que las bendiciones la paz, el amor, el disfrute, estén para siempre en sus corazones y en los corazones de todos los que aman. 
Mis hermanos y hermanas, pienso en el 2024 y… ¡Solo puedo pensar en muchas y mas grandes bendiciones reservadas por 
Dios para nosotros! ¡Ánimo!  
San Faustina… Ruega por nosotros. 
En Cristo, 
Padre Carlos 

Financial Stewardship 

Weekly Collection Weekend of December 17, 2023 

 

Offertory / Ofertorio: $10,073.00   Mortgage Debt Reduction / Reducción de la deuda hipotecaria: $5,103.00 

 

Mass Attendance for the Weekend of December 17. 2023: 1,528 



Mass Intentions Prayer Requests 
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Dear Parishioners and Friends, 
In order to properly update our parish “Prayer 
Request” section of the bulletin, we are asking you 
to resubmit names that you would like on our list 
by emailing: office@stfaustina.org. 

Ed David, Jack Marchewka, David Venditti, 
Elizabeth Cocco, Cecilia Fanelli, Arabella 
Zeglovskis, Felisa Parker-Gibson, Helen Capozzi, 
John Magnotti, Kay Bucci, Becky Oosterveen, 
Trice Cayea, Jose De Pool, Magdalena Lezcano, 
Joseph Loughrey, Robert Kasper,  Paul Overeem, 
Julie Sabon vanDyke, Michael Daniel Boglino, 
Christine Gallagher, Timothy Leonard, Deborah 
Hollis, Christina Gallagher, Mike McGee, Frank 
Sebastian, Larry Wilson, Joseph Foster, Carmine 
Gallo, Michael Kelly, Elsa Gomez, Nancy 
Harrigan, Judith Crogman, Jean Conn, Carlos 
Corrales, Theresa Wentling, Paulette Sparlik, 
Lilian Hawkinson, Mark Thomas, David Bache, 
Zachary Birkholz, Jim Exnicios, Angela & 
Exevior Bojda, David Bartkus, Mary Ann 
Cunningham, Jeannie Burns, Linda Patrick, 
Michael Patrick, Anita Boyd, Julie Haley, Larry 
Brunke, Sr., Ron Henefer, Hadley Epps, Tina 
Audino, Daniel Cuttita, Patricia Dick, Lenise 
Shope, Marge Tagler, Mary Garl, Sue & Gene 
Plante, Donald & Trish Villeneuve 

OUR MISSION — St. Faustina is a parish family 
inspired by the Holy Spirit and called to reflect God’s 
Divine Mercy through a responsible stewardship of 
time, talent and treasure in the context of ministry. 
 

NUESTRA MISION — Santa Faustina es una  fami-
lia parroquial inspirada por el  Espíritu Santo y llama-
da a  reflejar la Divina Misericordia  de Dios  a través 
de  una  administración responsable del tiempo, el 
talento y el tesoro en el contexto de ministerio. 

Saturday, December 30, 2023 

4:00 pm + Mary M. Clifford 

  Requested by:  Connie Stoops 

Sunday, December 31, 2023 

7:30 am  Parishioners of St. Faustina 

9:30 am  + Stephen Zibby 

  Requested by:  Lois & Jim McGuire 

11:30 am           Durocher & Cuttita Families 

  Requested by: Donna & George Cuttita 

5:00 pm SI Roberto Aponte and Family 

  Requested by:  Adrey Goez  
Monday, January 1, 2024 

8:00 am  + Jeanne Loughrey 

  Requested by:  Joseph Loughrey 

10:00 am          + Robert Dunbar 
  Requested by:  The Mattingly Family 

Tuesday, January 2, 2024 

8:00 am  SI Beverly Harrison 

  Requested by:  Sara Schaver 
Wednesday, January 3, 2024 

8:00 am  + Maria Urrutia 

  Requested by:  Noel & Melody Mendoza 

Thursday, January 4, 2024 

8:00 am  + Michael Hynes 

  Requested by:  Kathy Murphy 

Friday, January 5, 2024 

8:00 am         Healing for Lisa Brown 

                      Requested by:  Angela Francisco 

Saturday, January 6, 2024 

8:00 am         Memorial Mass Association 

4:00 pm         Parishioners of St. Faustina 

Sunday, January 7, 2024 

7:30 am  + Lupe Garcia 

  Requested by:  Lina & Wil Green 

9:30 am  + Chris Pena 

  Requested by:  Pamela Blattner 
11:30 pm        Deceased members of Kelly Family 

  Requested by:  Brian Kelly 

5:00 pm + Rita Capalbo 

Requested by:  Gabriela Munoz  

If you are a visitor to St. Faustina Catholic Church, we 
want you to know how welcome you are --- whether 
you have come from across the world, from another 
part of the country, or from another parish here in the 
state or city...WELCOME! 
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This Week’s Schedule of Events 

WELCOME TO OUR ST. FAUSTINA PARISH FAMILY  Whether you are a new 
parishioner, a constant visitor, or a Snowbird, we say, “welcome to our family.”   
As you may, or may not know, we were established on September 30, 2006, when our first 
Mass was said in a hotel room before 64 parishioners.  Since then we have moved three 
times before settling at our permanent home here at 15551 N. Boggy Marsh Road with our 
first Mass having been celebrated on February 4, 2023. 
You can read all about our journey and discover what opportunities are available to you by 
taking a few minutes to look over our secure website at: www.stfaustina.org. 
We encourage everyone who wishes to become part of our family to register with the parish...and there are two ways 
you can do that.  
Registration forms can be downloaded from our website at: New Parishioner Registration - St. Faustina Catholic 
Church - Clermont (stfaustina.org) or you can take a registration form from the rack in the back foyer (as you enter 
the church) and drop it off at the parish office during regular business hours...Monday thru Thursday from 9 am until 
4 pm and on Friday from 9 am to 1 pm. 
We sincerely pray that you find us to be the warm and friendly parish that you have been searching for and that you will 
join us as we continue our legacy to “to foster spiritual growth, and to attend the temporal and social needs of all.” 

Daily Mass Monday thru Saturday at 8:00 am followed by the Holy Rosary                       
Monday, January 1  Solemnity of  Mary, Mother of God, 8:00 am Mass in English, 10:00 am Mass in Spanish 

                                         PLEASE NOTE:  THE CHURCH WILL BE CLOSED AFTER THE 10:00 AM MASS. 
Tuesday, January 2  Bible Study, 8:30 am to 10:00 am in classroom 

   Adult Choir from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm, in church 

   Legion of Mary, 6:30 pm to 7:00 pm in church  

Wednesday, January 3 Caring Crafters Leadership Meeting, 10:00 am to 12:00 pm, in classroom 

   Holy Hour, 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm in church 

Thursday, January 4 Divine Will Study, 9:15 am to 10:00 am in classroom 

   Maria Rosa Mystica, 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm in church 

Friday, January 5 First Friday- All day long Eucharistic Adoration, in church (see schedule on page 5) 
   Elsanto Rosario, 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm in church 

   Taller Oracion, following the Rosary 

Saturday, January 6 Immaculate Heart of Mary First Saturday Rosary,  8:30 am to 9:00 am, in church 

   Hospitality Weekend following the 4:00 pm Mass 

Sunday, January 7 Hospitality Weekend following the 7:30, 9:30, and 11:30 am Masses 

The following are the Feast Days that will be celebrated this week at our Masses:              
Monday, January 1, Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God…Octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord, 
Tuesday, January 2, Saints Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of the 
Church, Wednesday, January 3, The Most Holy Name of Jesus, Thursday, January 4, St. Eliza-
beth Ann Seton, Religious, Friday, January 5, First Friday of the Month, St. John Neumann, 
Bishop, Saturday, January 6, St. Andre Bessette, Religious, Sunday, January 7, Feast of the 
Epiphany of the Lord 

St. Faustina Knights of Columbus Memorial to the Unborn Fundraiser is ongoing, so 
if you haven’t yet ordered your brick, which will be placed alongside the other more than 
280 bricks that make up the memorial (which is located on the south side of our church 
building) you still have time.  Order forms can be found on the table located as you enter 
the church, or you can order on-line by going to their web page on our secure parish    
website at: 
 \https://stfaustina.org/ministries/knights-of-columbus/memorial-to-the-unborn-

https://stfaustina.org/about/new-parishioner-registration/
https://stfaustina.org/about/new-parishioner-registration/
https://stfaustina.org/ministries/knights-of-columbus/memorial-to-the-unborn-fundraiser/


It is with utmost respect that we share this friendly reminder with you.  Our Church is a Holy place.  While 
in the building, both before, during and after Mass, please be reverent and keep conversations soft and at a 
minimum, as others are in prayer.  
                                      Thank you for your consideration to others and our Lord. 

We cordially invite you to join us at St. Faustina Catholic Church on the first Thursday of each 
month, to our Maria Rosa Mystica ministry, from 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm.   We pray for the Pope, priests, dea-
cons, the religious, and for the increase of religious vocations. We look forward to seeing you and having 
you join us! Our next meeting is Thursday. January 4. 

Join us in praying the “First Saturday Rosary”, (Saturday, January 6, after the 8:00 
am Mass, until 8:30 am) to pray for peace, understanding, comfort, and the healing of all 
people. Reparation to the Immaculate Heart of Mary on First Saturday is for peace in the 
world, and peace in the Church. The promise attached to the First Saturday of five consecu-
tive months is for the individual. Our Lady promised to Sister Lucia to assist with the graces 
necessary for salvation, those who, on the First Saturday of five consecutive months, shall 
confess, receive Holy Communion, recite five decades of the Rosary, and keep her company 
for fifteen minutes on the Mysteries of the Rosary, with the intention of making reparation to her. The fifteen 
minutes meditation is done individually on your private time with Our Lady.  

GRIEF SUPPORT -- Have you experienced the loss of a loved one, a job, or if you 
are a caregiver?  

      St Faustina's Grief Support group is here for you.  Please reach out to us.  
      For more information, please e-mail us at: kmucci@stfaustina.org  

Parish Ministries & Upcoming Events 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

Mass Schedule 

Monday, January 1, 2024 

    8:00 am  (in English) 
            10:00 am        (in Spanish) 
 

   PLEASE NOTE:  THE CHURCH WILL BE CLOSED AFTER THE 10:00 am MASS.  

During this year of Eucharistic Revival, as declared by Pope Francis, our parish will be honoring our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
every First Friday, this month on January 5, with 12 hours of Eucharistic Adoration through June, 2024. 

The schedule is as follows: 

8:30 am           Exposition with the Rosary in English 

9:00 to 11:30          Silent Adoration 

11:30           The Wounds of Christ in both English and Spanish 

12:00 pm          Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be 

12:00 to 3:00          Silent Adoration 

3:00           Chaplet of Divine Mercy in both English and Spanish 

3:30 to 4:30             Silent Adoration 

4:30                     The Wounds of Christ in both English and Spainsh 

5:00 to 7:00                    Silent Adoration 

7:00                       Encounter Jesus through Eucharistic Adoration that 
                   includes praise and worship music with a message 

8:00 pm         Benediction 

                                            All are welcome to spend some time with Our Lord and Savior. 

Page 5 

mailto:kmucci@stfaustina.org


Page 6 

Parish Ministries & Upcoming Events 
The parish office is closed on Monday, January 1, in celebration of the new year. While 
Masses will be held at 8:00 am and 10:00 am, the church will be closed following the 10:00 
am Mass. 
On behalf of Father Carlos and the entire St. Faustina staff, we wish you, your family and 
friends, a Safe, Blessed, and Happy New Year! 

Beginning on Saturday, January 6th, at the 8:00 am Mass, and every Saturday thereafter, the  
Mass intention will be for those listed in the Memorial Mass Association. The cost to have 
your loved one(s) remembered at Mass every Saturday morning, until the end of the year, is 
$25.00.  Please check with the office for more information, thank you! 

Need a Bible? We Have you Covered! — At Bible Study and forgot your Bible? Need a Bible to read 
while you spend time in prayer and reflection? We are pleased to announce that we have a couple of copies 
of the New American Bible in the front office. If you need a Bible while at St. Faustina, come and sign one 
out at the front office. It is free to use; we ask that you return it when you have finished using it for that day. 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITES at ST. FAUSTINA 

Did you know that our St. Faustina Parish has over 30 ministries in which you can become involved?  From Bible Study, 
to crafting, to participating in various Liturgy opportunities during our Masses, to private prayer, our little parish offers 

something for everyone. There are also several minis-
tries for our children to become involved…choir, 
hand-held-bells, youth group…just to name a few. 

Almost all our ministries are represented on their own 
individual pages on our parish’s secure website.  

First, got to our home page at: https://stfaustina.org/. 
If you are interested in our Liturgical Ministry offer-

ings, click on: https://stfaustina.org/worship-and-liturgy/. 
If you are interested in our general ministries, click on: https://stfaustina.org/ministries/. 
If you don’t see something there that interests you and 
have an idea for a ministry for the parish to consider, 
please email us at: office@stfaustina.org. 
So, as we look forward to what the Lord has instore for 
us as individuals, as families, and as a parish, please 
prayerfully consider enhancing your faith-life by joining 
us as we praise God in all His Glory through one of our 
ministries. 

(Note to ministry leaders…if your ministry is not       
currently represented on our parish website and you 
would like it to be, please contact us at: office@stfaustina.org and someone will be in touch with you). 

HOSPITALITY WEEKEND — Join your parish family next weekend, January 6 and 7, 
as we kickoff the new year with our monthly Hospitality Weekend.  Fun, fellowship, and 
goodies, will be available after Saturday’s 4:00 pm Mass and after all the morning Masses 
on Sunday.  If you would like to join this ministry, see the article above and go to their    
web page.    
                                           HAPPY NEW YEAR!! 

mailto:office@stfaustina.org
https://stfaustina.org/
https://stfaustina.org/worship-and-liturgy/
https://stfaustina.org/ministries/
mailto:office@stfaustina.org
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St. André Bessette 
By Marylu Mariniello 

Alfred Bessette was born on August 9, 1845 in Mont-Saint-Grégoire, Québec, Canada, a small town twenty five miles southeast 
of Montreal. His father was Isaac Bessette, a carpenter and lumberman and his mother Clothilde Foisy was a homemaker and oversaw the 
education of the children. He was the eighth of twelve children. Four of his siblings died in infancy. Alfred was extremely frail at birth, 
being baptized the following day. In 1849, the family moved to Farnham, Quebec for work for his father 
as a lumberman, who was killed by a falling tree when Alfred was nine years old, His mother was now 
forty years old, taking care of her children, but she died of tuberculosis within three years. Alfred became 
an orphan at the age of twelve.                                                                                              

He was then placed under the care of Timothée and Rosalie Nadeau of Saint-Césaire, Que-
bec following his mother's death. There he attended catechetical lessons taught by his parish's pastor, An-
dré Provençal, where he developed his two lifelong devotions to the Passion of Christ and to St. Joseph. 
He was confirmed at the age of twelve and started school at fourteen, but soon left because he had learn-
ing difficulties. His foster father Timothée wanted Alfred to become a laborer since he felt that an orphan 
didn’t need to be educated. Then Alfred went to live with Louis Ouimet, the mayor of Saint-Césaire. Now 
he worked at a series of occupations, including farming, tinsmith, blacksmith, wheelwright, cobbler and 
baker, all which were too difficult for him to do because he was  physically weak. Searching for work, 
Alfred moved to Moosup, Connecticut when he was eighteen. He joined several of his relatives who 
worked at textile mills across Connecticut and Rhode Island, but he returned to Canada in 1867 following 
the creation of the Canadian Confederation.                                        

André Provençal was the pastor of the parish where Alfred now attended and saw the devotion and generosity of the young man. 
He decided to write a note to the Superior of the Congregation of Holy Cross in Montreal, saying  "I'm sending you a saint." Alfred was 
initially rejected by the order because of frail health, but Archbishop Ignace Bourget of Montreal intervened on his behalf. In 1872, Alfred 
was accepted and entered the novitiate of the congregation, receiving the religious name of Brother André, which was how he was known 
for the rest of his life. He made his final vows on February 2, 1874 at the age of 28. 

The Holy Cross Brothers were teachers, yet Alfred still did not know how to read and write. After taking his vows, Brother André 
was sent to Notre Dame College in Montreal as a porter.  

His responsibilities were to answer the door, welcome guests and unite them with the people they were visiting, wake up the stu-
dents, serve in the laundry room and deliver mail. He was also the Sacristan. Brother André joked later, "At the end of my novitiate, my 
superiors showed me the door, and I stayed there for forty years." 

Brother André had great confidence in St. Joseph. When he visited the sick, he would rub the person with oil from a lamp at the 
college chapel and pray to St. Joseph for them. Many claimed that they were cured through these prayers and they were grateful, but Broth-
er refused to take any credit. All he wanted was to have a chapel built for St. Joseph.  

An epidemic broke out at a nearby college and Brother André volunteered to nurse the sick. No one died. Soon people flocked to 
see him, making his superiors uneasy. Diocesan authorities were suspicious of him and doctors called him a quack, but Brother said. "I do 
not cure, Saint Joseph cures."  Tensions increased at the college with so many of the sick people coming to see Brother André, causing 
school officials to forbid his ministry. He was permitted to receive the sick in the nearby tramway station instead of the college. His reputa-
tion spread, making him a controversial figure. There were many brothers in the Congregation as well as teachers and parents of students at 
the College who supported him, but many opposed him and considered him dangerous to the well-being of the school's reputation because 
they thought that he was a charlatan. Others were concerned for the health of the students, fearing the diseases carried by the sick who met 
with him.  

In 1904, Brother André asked the Archbishop of Montreal if he could build a chapel for St. Joseph on the mountain near the col-
lege. The Archbishop would only give him permission to build a site with the money that Brother had, which was earned by giving haircuts 
and from a sign stating  "Donations for St. Joseph.” It was only a few hundred dollars, but Brother André built a small wood shelter fifteen 
feet by eighteen feet. He kept collecting money and went back three years later to request additional building, saying "I have only my great 
devotion to St. Joeph to guide me." He received the permission and added a roof so that all the people who were coming to hear Mass 
would be covered from rain or snow. Then walls were added as well as heating and a paved road was built leading to the mountain. This 
was now a shelter for pilgrims and a place where Brother André and others could live and take care of the shrine.  

Many came and through kindness, caring, and devotion, Brother André helped people experience healing and renewal.  
Eventually, he needed four secretaries to handle the 80,000 letters he received each year. Soon he started to build a Basilica but 

the Depression interfered. At ninety years old he told his co-workers to place a statue of St. Joseph in the unfinished, unroofed Basilica. He 
was very sick and had to be carried up the mountain to see the statue in its new home. Brother André died soon after on January 6, 1937 
and didn't live to see the work on the Basilica completed. One million people filed past his coffin. 

Brother André Bessette was declared venerable in 1978 and was beatified by Pope John Paul II in 1982. Pope Benedict 
XVI canonized him on October 17, 2010.  

St. André Bessette is the first Canadian living after the Confederation to be canonized. The feast day for St. André Bessette is 
January 6 and he is the patron saint of the rejected. 

This is his prayer:               
“Blessed Brother André, your devotion to Saint Joseph is an inspiration to us. You gave your life selflessly to bring the message 

of his life to others. Pray that we may learn from Saint Joseph, and from you, what it is like to care for Jesus and do his work in the 
world. Amen.” 

Have a Blessed New Year. 

https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=6477
https://www.catholic.org/bookstore/?category=10
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7101
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7101
https://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=644
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